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In the 1970s and 1980s the measures for providing the inhabitants of the FRG with regionally distributed facilities in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery took almost only heart surgery into account. In the field of thoracic surgery, by contrast, several centers were closed or used for other purposes. This development was due to the decline in tuberculosis, but also partly to the lack of exact statistics concerning thoracic surgery. The result has been a considerable deficit in the provision of specialized care for the population and stagnation in research. A nationwide questionnaire in 1989 showed that in 78.4% of the surgery departments asked general thoracic surgery was undertaken only occasionally (less than 100 interventions a year); 42.8% of the operations were undertaken by non-specialized surgeons. Malignant diseases dominated the case-load. Because of the lack of sufficient thoracic surgery departments with appropriate specialized knowledge, it must be assumed that many patients with cancer of the thoracic organs are receiving either no, inefficient, or too late a treatment of their disease. Reorganisation of general thoracic surgery is necessary in order to provide the population with adequate facilities in this field. The existing thoracic surgery centers should be enlarged and attached to the universities in order to ensure research and teaching. Specialized treatment of thoracic surgical diseases can be achieved by reorganizing general surgery departments in the regional hospitals which already undertake thoracic interventions and by establishing additional thoracic surgery departments under qualified leadership.